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was given one plate of body armor; and 
he said, we decided to put them on our 
fronts rather than our backs, because 
we were not going to be running from 
anybody. But he had to make that 
choice. 

Our government, our military, the 
Bush administration, would spend $1.5 
billion in Iraq every week, but did not 
have the foresight and the interest to 
outfit our soldiers and our servicemen 
overseas with the right kind of equip-
ment to keep them safe. 

As the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
EMANUEL) said, we have not put the 
armor on the Humvees nearly to the 
degree necessary on the doors and on 
the underbelly. We have not provided 
the kind of body armor. 

Month after month after month after 
month, Members of Congress have 
stood on this floor, parents wrote the 
Pentagon, people called the White 
House demanding, asking, pleading 
that body armor be provided for our 
soldiers. Some people died, some young 
men and women in Iraq were killed be-
cause the government, the Pentagon, 
the White House, simply did not pro-
vide the most basic body armor for our 
soldiers. 

Then you go to the President’s budg-
et; you go to what is really the meas-
ure of ourselves as a Nation, to provide 
for those men and women after serving 
their country when they come home. I 
just would like to read you four quotes 
that I think will help us see how we 
can fix the President’s mistake, the 
mistake of not caring for the Nation’s 
veterans. 

The Paralyzed Veterans of America 
said, ‘‘The lack of consistent funding 
for the VA and the uncertainty at-
tached to the process fuels efforts to 
deny more veterans health care and 
charge more veterans for the care they 
receive.’’ That is the Paralyzed Vet-
erans who gave so much to their coun-
try. We are not taking care of them. 

The President of Veterans of Foreign 
Wars said, ‘‘The President ignored vet-
erans in the State of the Union address 
and in the 2005 budget. It is further evi-
dent that veterans are no longer a pri-
ority with the Bush administration.’’ 
The Veterans of Foreign Wars. 

The Vietnam Veterans of America, 
‘‘The budget proposed by President 
Bush for veterans health care is not 
only inadequate, it is an insult to vet-
erans.’’ That is the Vietnam Veterans 
of America. 

The Disabled American Veterans 
said, ‘‘It is clear that vets are not a na-
tional priority to the Bush administra-
tion. The President’s budget plan at-
tempts to shift the burden for funding 
veterans health care,’’ shift the burden 
for funding veterans health care, ‘‘to 
those brave men and women who have 
served and sacrificed for our country.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, we can fix one of these 
mistakes. The President could fix them 
by adequately funding veterans bene-
fits and taking care of our troops.

f 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BURTON addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f 

HOUSE BUDGET RESOLUTION TO 
WEED OUT WASTE, FRAUD, AND 
ABUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. GINNY 
BROWN-WAITE) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, I want to speak brief-
ly this evening on the House budget 
and the House budget resolution. It is a 
responsible budget that has a proper 
balancing of national priorities. How-
ever, Congress cannot get a control on 
government spending and reduce the 
deficit unless we find a way to combat 
waste. 

We right now are spending $69,000 per 
second. The 2005 House budget seeks to 
weed out waste, fraud and abuse, and 
builds on our successes of 2004. 

Last year the Committee on the 
Budget, which I am very proud to serve 
on, began an effort to identify the most 
blatant examples of waste, fraud and 
abuse in the Federal mandatory pro-
grams. One year later, we know with 
certainty that we have not even 
scratched the surface. 

For example, the Inspector General 
of the Department of Education found 
that States are not complying with the 
Federal regulations for distributing 
IDEA funds to local agencies. In a re-
view of six States, half were not com-
plying. Many local education agencies 
were receiving an incorrect allocation. 
Some were underfunded by as much as 
$600,000 and some overfunded by more 
than $800,000.
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The budget that we passed also pro-
vides for the permanent extension of 
the President’s tax cuts, the marriage 
penalty on which we voted earlier, the 
death tax, and also the child tax credit. 
Included in the House budget which we 
passed was language that I had sug-
gested, suggesting the importance of 
regulatory inform. 

Let me briefly quote from the budget 
resolution: ‘‘It is the sense of the 
House that Congress should establish a 
mechanism for reviewing Federal agen-
cies and their regulations with the ex-
press purpose of making recommenda-
tions to Congress when agencies prove 
to be inefficient, duplicative, outdated, 
irrelevant, or fail to accomplish their 
intended purpose.’’ 

Some would think that we could do 
away with half of the Federal bureauc-
racy with that description. 

To continue with the language that 
is in the budget: ‘‘It is an economic re-
ality that unnecessary and ineffective 
regulations discourage investment and 
run counter to a holistic vision of 
growth. They increase prices for con-

sumers, and they suppress job creation. 
Making agencies more accountable to 
Congress and the American taxpayer 
will lead to more efficient practices 
and less waste.’’ 

Based on these findings, I have intro-
duced legislation to reduce wasteful 
government bureaucracy. It is actually 
called the JAPC bill, or the Joint Ad-
ministrative Procedures bill, and it is 
House Resolution 3356. 

I introduced it because during my 
term as a State Senator I had the 
privilege of serving on the Florida 
JAPC commission. It is a bipartisan 
commission made up of House and Sen-
ate members who were charged with 
the responsibility and the authority of 
reviewing agency rulemaking. Our 
State knew that excessive paperwork 
and burdensome regulations thwarted 
economic growth and global competi-
tiveness. The accountability will lead 
to far more efficient practices and 
much less waste. 

The JAPC Act that I introduced is 
very similar because it establishes a bi-
cameral committee modeled after the 
Florida system to review agency rules. 
It also builds on the success of the Con-
gressional Review Act, which was im-
plemented in 1996 as part of the Con-
tract With America. 

Mr. Speaker, it has been estimated 
that Americans pay more than $700 bil-
lion a year to comply with regulatory 
burdens, and that is more than $8,000 
per household. I believe that it is time 
to put the brakes on this unnecessary 
and ineffective runaway system of reg-
ulations that we have. I hope that 
Democrats, like the gentleman running 
for President, will embrace regulatory 
reform and eliminate this burden from 
the American economy and the tax-
payer before they seek out new ways to 
raise our taxes.

f 

THE PRESIDENT MUST KEEP HIS 
PROMISE AND PROVIDE OUR 
TROOPS WITH WHAT THEY NEED 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

BISHOP of Utah). Under a previous 
order of the House, the gentlewoman 
from Illinois (Ms. SCHAKOWSKY) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, as 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) 
said earlier, he referred back to the 
prime time press conference that the 
President had some weeks ago where 
he could not think of any mistakes he 
had made in response to a question. So 
some of us have been offering ideas so 
at the next, if he has one, prime time 
press conference he would not have to 
fumble for an answer. 

I have to say that with the year anni-
versary of ‘‘mission accomplished,’’ 
that speech on the deck of the aircraft 
carrier, that he might want to think 
about some mistakes that have been 
made regarding the war in Iraq. Wheth-
er one is for or against the war in Iraq, 
here is something to consider. I wanted 
to use not my own words, but I wanted 
to refer to the Newsweek of May 3 and 
just read a couple of sections here. 
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‘‘For the Bush administration,’’ this 

is all a quote, ‘‘it has been a mantra, 
one the President intones repeatedly: 
America’s troops will get whatever 
they need to do the job. But as Iraq’s 
liberation has turned into a daily grind 
of low intensity combat and Defense 
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld grudgingly 
raises troop levels, many soldiers who 
are there say the Pentagon is failing to 
protect them with the best technology 
America has to offer. Especially tanks, 
Bradleys, and other heavy vehicles, 
even in some cases body armor. That 
has been the tragic lesson of April, a 
month in which a record 115 U.S. sol-
diers have died so far, and 879 others 
have been wounded, 560 of them fairly 
seriously. 

‘‘Soldiers in Iraq complain that 
Washington has been too slow to ac-
knowledge that the Iraqi insurgency 
consists of more than ‘dead-enders.’ 
And even at the Pentagon many offi-
cers say Rumsfeld and his brass have 
been too reluctant to modify their 
long-term plans for a lighter military. 
On the battlefield, that has translated 
into a lack of armor. Perhaps the most 
telling example: a year ago the Pen-
tagon had more than 400 main battle 
tanks in Iraq; as of recently, a senior 
defense official told Newsweek, there 
was barely a brigade’s worth of oper-
ational tanks still there. (A brigade 
usually has about 70 tanks.)’’ 

How about this: ‘‘According to an un-
official study by a defense consultant 
that is now circulating through the 
Army, of a total of 789 Coalition deaths 
as of April 15, (686 of them Americans), 
142 were killed by land mines or impro-
vised explosive devices, while 48 others 
died in rocket-propelled grenade at-
tacks. Almost all of those soldiers were 
killed while in unprotected vehicles, 
which means that perhaps one in four 
of those killed in combat in Iraq might 
be alive if they had had stronger armor 
around them, the study suggested.’’ 

I want to repeat that: ‘‘One in four of 
those killed in combat might be alive if 
they had had stronger armor around 
them, the study suggested. Thousands 
more who were unprotected have suf-
fered grievous wounds such as the loss 
of limbs.’’ 

I guess it was a week ago Sunday I 
attended a meeting in my district of 
500 people organized by Military Fami-
lies Speak Out, who have a website 
that has actually provided a lot of 
comfort to some of the families who 
feel quite alone in this situation, Mili-
tary Families Speak Out. There was an 
aunt of a soldier who went down in an 
Illinois National Guard Chinook heli-
copter on November 2, 2003. This heli-
copter was not equipped with the latest 
automatic antimissile blocking sys-
tem. That is partly because the Na-
tional Guard is lower down the list on 
who gets the really good equipment. 

Finally, let me quote from a letter 
from a soldier that was in the Peoria 
Journal Star, actually. He said, ‘‘Our 
unit’s tour of duty in Iraq has been ex-
tended past our one-year mark. This is 

not in line with what our supposed 
leaders have proposed. 

‘‘Let your readers know as well that 
this unit does not have the extra armor 
that is now required for vehicle con-
voys.’’ This is April 24, 2004. ‘‘Even 
though we have been here for over a 
year, we still do not have the right pro-
tection from roadside bombs or small-
arms fire. Our doors are basically just 
two sides of sheet metal.’’ 

He says, ‘‘I would like to get home 
and continue my life, as our Congress-
men are doing with theirs. Members 
of,’’ and he mentions his company, 
‘‘have done our time here in Iraq with 
honor, and now we are ready to go 
home.’’ 

So, Mr. President, it seems to me 
that the mistake was made and is still 
being made, and cries out for a remedy. 
The least we ought to do is what you 
promised, and that is that our troops 
will have everything they need. They 
still do not. They must. And that is the 
least that we can do for our soldiers. 
For those of us who were against the 
war from the beginning or those who 
supported the war, all of us support our 
troops. It is a mistake not to.

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MARIO DIAZ-
BALART) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. PALLONE addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. HENSARLING) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. HENSARLING addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia 
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

(Ms. NORTON addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f 

EXCHANGE OF SPECIAL ORDER 
TIME 

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to take the time of 
the gentlewoman of the District of Co-
lumbia (Ms. NORTON). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 

HONORING THE MEMORY OF PAT 
TILLMAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. HONDA) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the memory of Pat Till-
man, a San Jose native who was killed 
in action last week in Afghanistan. 

At a time when many of us in this 
country talk about sacrifice, about de-
votion, about courage, we can look to 
Pat Tillman as a man who lived those 
ideals. The consummate student ath-
lete, Pat excelled in the classroom and 
on the gridiron at Leland High School 
in San Jose. He graduated summa cum 
laude from Arizona State University 
while earning the honor of Pac-10 de-
fensive Player of the Year of 1997. He 
was a loyal friend, a dutiful son, and a 
devoted brother. 

By now, many of my colleagues have 
heard about Pat’s selfless decision to 
join the Army Rangers, a decision that 
required him to turn his back on a 
multi-million dollar contract offer to 
continue playing professional football 
for the Arizona Cardinals. 

Pat wanted to serve his country. He 
wanted to be a direct part of our na-
tional response to the terrorist attacks 
of 9/11. 

In a society that reveres athletes as 
heroes, that hypes sporting events as 
mythic battles between warring foes, 
Pat Tillman wanted to serve his coun-
try as a soldier. 

His enlistment in May of 2002 drew 
media attention, but Pat very delib-
erately avoided the publicity that fol-
lowed his decision. For him, joining the 
Rangers was a matter of duty and 
honor, not an opportunity to generate 
fanfare for himself. 

Instead of seeking special recogni-
tion for his own actions, Pat shifted at-
tention to the men and women serving 
in the armed forces. Alongside his 
brother Kevin, Pat served in Afghani-
stan where Coalition forces continue to 
search for Osama bin Laden. 

Last Thursday, near a village ap-
proximately 25 miles southwest of a 
U.S. military base, Pat was killed in a 
firefight when his unit came under at-
tack. 

Pat Tillman has made the ultimate 
sacrifice. The selflessness and patriot-
ism he displayed in his short life will 
serve as a model to all Americans. For 
the people of San Jose, he is a native 
son lost in the field of battle. For 
Americans across the country, he rep-
resents the ideals of duty, honor, and 
courage.

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. FILNER) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. FILNER addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.)
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